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ance follow the same order. Ihz.Katha Vatthu, a
book of controversy composed in the third century
B.C., against dissenters within the fold, is one of the
latest included in the Buddhist Scriptures. But it
also places this question of the " soul " at the head
of all the points it discusses, and devotes to it an
amount of space which makes it completely over-
shadow all the rest* So also with regard to the
earliest Buddhist book after the canon was closed,
the very interesting and instructive series of conver-
sations between the Greek king, Menanda (Milinda),
of Baktria, and Nagasena, the Buddhist teacher. It
is precisely this question of the " soul " that the un-
known author makes the subject of the very first dis-
cussion in which Nagasena convinces the king that
there is really no such thing as the " soul " in the
ordinary sense. And he returns to the subject again
and again. I have no time left in which to read you
these clear and decisive passages of this most ancient
Buddhist author outside the Scriptures known to us.
You can find them in full in my translation of the
Milinda just published at Oxford, f and in abstract in
rny little manual entitled Buddhism.^.

* See my article on " Buddhist Sects," in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, 1892. I am glad to be able to add that this work, so
important from the historical point of view, is now being edited for
' the Pali Text Society, by Mr. Arnold C. Taylor.

\ The Questions of King Milinda, vol. i., pp. 40, 41, 85-87 ; vol.
ii., pp. 21-25, 86-89,

|Rh. D., Buddhism, i6th ed.? 1894, pp. 95-98.